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In the "motherland", or "home country", which is a State
in its own right. In practice, colonies are regarded as appendages
of the mother State. Only by secession, as in the case of the
early North American colonies, or by acquiring "Dominion
Status", as exemplified in the British Commonwealth, can
colonies elevate themselves to the rank of independent States,
but in the second of these two procedures there remain certain
ties, more particularly in the matter of relationship to the
British Throne, and also ties of sentiment. The legal relation-
ship between mother country and colonies, with which
dependencies, protectorates and mandated territories may
be included for present purposes, varies in the different
Colonial Empires, but with the possible exception of Algeria,
which is officially a part of Metropolitan France, there is no
question of equality between the components of such Empires.
Nevertheless, the possession of colonial territories, especially
when they are widely spread but in the aggregate form large
areas, has important effects on the internal affairs of the
mother State. Not only do they provide careers for adminis-
trators, and markets and materials for merchants and manu-
facturers, they also make necessary the maintenance of
communications and the provision of defensive forces which
often result in a heavy drain on the revenue of the possessing
Power.
One final remark on the possible effects of size may be
permissible here. Great size in a State, whether the whole
territory is equally valuable or not, carries a large amount of
prestige for its inhabitants. This is as true of the Colonial
Powers as for those not owning colonies. The desire for such
prestige, among other things, has driven States to expand,
even when little material gain is to be won. Italian acquisition
of Eritrea and Libya was an example where overseas expansion
was carried out with little benefit to Italy apart from its prestige
value, and resulted in a great cost in men and money to the
Italian people. It seems that the very fact of extending power
over increasing area gives a feeling of satisfaction and of
achievement to successfully expanding peoples, and in certain
cases has had a stimulating effect on at least some of the State's
internal relations. Just how far the prestige factor has been